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Page 1 PREFACE

This is the first edition of the Parish Council’s Plan for Almeley. Parish Plans were first

mem The announced in the Government’s Rural White Paper in 2000 which invited local

=8 Countryside communities to take more control over their own lives. The Plans are to set out a vision

] Agency of how the community wants to develop over the years ahead and to identify the actions
needed to achieve it. There is no set format for a Parish Plan and no limit to the topics
that have to be included.

In Spring 2003 Almeley Parish Council decided to participate in the scheme and
appointed a steering group to carry out the task. The Countryside Agency awarded a grant
for most of the cost of the plan preparation, the balance coming from the Parish Council
and voluntary labour. The steering group first met in May 2003.

The first step was to invite ideas from-the whole population by means of suggestion
boxes at key points and then to place these suggestions on display. 125 ideas emerged
from perhaps a third of the households. The second step was to prepare a questionnaire
based on these ideas. This was delivered to all 260 households and addressed individually
to the 508 adult residents. The 335 responses (66%) received, collected by volunteers,
were analysed with the help of Herefordshire Council’s Statistical Resources Team, and
the results were presented to a well-attended public meeting on 19 March 2004. The
steering group formulated a draft of the Plan from the results over the following five
months and this was presented to an equally well-attended public meeting on 19 August
2004. After further consultation with Hereford Council and the Countryside Agency the
final draft was approved by the Parish Council on 24 November 2004.

THE HEREFORDSHIRE
partnership

The Plan gives some description of the Parish as it is now and explains, in footnotes, a
little of the long history that has brought it to its present stage. It sets out the hopes and
concerns of the Parishioners as revealed by the consultation process, and makes
proposals for meeting those concerns over the next ten years. These proposals will guide
the policy of the Parish Council in its work for the residents and in its dealings with'
outside bodies and individuals.

Since times and circumstances will change, the Parish Plan will be reviewed annually
and adjusted to meet those changes. The adjustments will be made, as this first edition
has been made, by consensus among the people of the Parish.

J.W. Hope. Chairman of the Parish Council
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The Map
opposite shows
the landscape
setting of the
Parish

“Hay Bluff”
and the
Black Mountains
seen from the
Village School

THE PLACE

Almeley is in Northwest Herefordshire, 5 miles from the Welsh border. The Parish covers
1,396 Ha. lying across the top of a South-facing slope that runs down to the River Wye,
2.5 miles away.

Almeley Village is roughly in the centre of the Parish and is 60m.above the level of the
river. :

Six small streams drain the Parish and flow into Letton Lake, which is one of the largest
flood plains in the Wye catchment. The three Western most streams tun in deep gullies —
Holywell Dingle, Cokes Yeld Dingle and the Batch.

On the opposite bank of the Wye, Merbach Hill, which is the first ridge of the Black
Mountains, rises sharply to 250m. above the river. Just beyond are the sharply defined
features of Hay Bluff and Lord Hereford’s Knob. On clear days Pen y fan, the topmost
feature of the Brecon Beacons, can be seen 98 miles to the Southwest whilst, from the
top of the Parish, Clee Hill is visible some 25 miles to the Northeast.

With its elevated position facing a mountain flank the Parish is unique amongst
neighbouring settlements and enjoys some spectacular views

The original line of Offa’s Dyke runs along the crest at the Northeast edge of
the Parish, so the settlement is outside it and may have been founded only when

the Saxons pushed their Welsh border nearer to its present position in the Ninth
Century. Almeley was here when the Normans wrote their Domesday Book.




THE PEOPLE

At the time of the 2001 Census the total population of the Parish was 582. living in 251
households. However, when the Survey was conducted in December 2003 the number of
households had increased to about 260, of which there are about 130 in the Village itself.
So the change has been only slight and the Census still provides a reasonably accurate
set of figures.

Of the 582 in the Census, 86 were under 18 (one third lower than the County average).
Out of the adults 138 were between 18 and 44 years (also one third lower than the rest of
the County), and 199 were aged between 45 and 64 (about a sixth higher than the County
average). The remaining 159 were over 65 which is about a quarter higher than the
County average.

It follows that the population is rather older-than-average although this is not necessarily
a reason for concern. The Parish has been building houses and selling or letting them to
incomers for the past 30 years or so. Some new arrivals were elderly when they got here,
whilst younger ones have been happy to stay and grow older here. Times are now
changing, building has slowed considerably, and a younger generation is beginning to
come house-hunting. The density of people in the Parish (0.42/Ha.) is about half that in
the County as a whole. About three quarters of us own our own houses, which is slightly
above average.

These statistics are relevant, but they do not tell the full story. What they do not convey
is the fact that the Almeley is a warm, friendly community where many of the traditional
values prevail. There is an attractive stone Church, a primary school, two pubs, a post
office and a village shop. Cricket is played on the “village green”. It is not idyllic of
course. Almeley has its share of problems that are addressed in this Plan. Nevertheless,
it is, perhaps, fairly typical of the widely held view of what a rural parish should be like.
This is why people have chosen to live here.
Tn 1891 there were 523 people living in the Parish in 132 h . 200 of
them wete children under 18. Only 49 were 65 or older, the oldest being Mrs.
Snead at Old Court (Almeley Manor) who was 95. Only 80 adults and 109
children were born in Almeley. The other 334 came from far and wide.
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THEIR WORK

The 2001 Census found 284 “aconomically active” adults in the Parish, of which only a
dozen were unemployed. Setting aside the households containing only pensioners, these
working people must be living in about 168 of the households, so we are quite a busy lot!
Around a third work mainly at or from home, which probably includes almost all of the
farmers and some of their wives; but there is an increasing number of professionals
working from home via the Internet as well as local tradesmen, etc.

Less than 50 out of the total work in agriculture or forestry, most of them probably self-
employed. The great majority of the remainder work in the Census categories of
manufacturing, health and social work, vehicle repair, real estate, education, building,
public administration, hotels and catering, transport, communications, etc.

Some 188 workers have to travel to work, about a couple of dozen by cycle or on foot;
so around 160 drive off each day. Most work in nearby villages, market towns, and
Hereford, though a few go a lot further. It would clearly be beneficial to reduce all this
travelling but this would require more employment (0 be established nearby, and this
would necessitate a study of the range skills available before being able to decide what
sort of employment would be useful. '

All of the above refers to paid employment, but there is a huge amount of unpaid or
voluntary work, which supports the life of the Parish. In the census 66 people declared
that they provided unpaid care (though some of these may have a paid job t00). Both
employed and retired people put in many hours voluntarily to help run the school, the
Village Hall, the several churches and various charities. This public-spirited activity
occurs across the whole community regardless of where people live.

Apart from helping tourism as discussed on Page 9 there are no specific
measures that can be taken to attract local employment. The Parish Council will
stand ready to support any initiative or enterprise, including farm
diversification, that offers potential work for locals, as long as this is consistent
with the Supplementary Planning Guidance (Pages 10-13).

In 1891 only 189 people were ascribed jobs, but many of these were heads of

households and their families would
There were 47 Domestic Servants plus

done by 7 Carpenters, 2 Masons and 3

and a Surgeon in Newport House.

certain seasons. There was a Farm Bailiff, 29 Farmers and 56 farm Labourers.
were 2 Tailors, 4 Dressmakers, 5 Laundresses and 2 Shoemakers. Building was

Shaftmaker, 3 Blacksmiths, 2 Roadmen and 6 Railway Workers. There was an
innkeeper at “The Buck”, but M. East at “The Bells” and Mr. Kinsey at “The
Lion” called themselves Farmers. There were 3 Grocers, 2 Brewers, a |
Postmistress, 4 Teachers, 3 Coalyard Workers and a Machinist. The Vicar lived |
in what is now the “Old Vicarage”. There was a Lay Preacher at Spearmarsh

probably have worked with them at

5 Gardeners and 2 Gamekeepers. There

Labourers. There was a Wheelwright, a




AGRICULTURE

Although agriculture no longer employs most of the people in the Parish, it continues to
occupy almost all the land and to produce a great deal of value from it. This is an area of
comparatively small farms (40 or so ina Parish of 3,500 acres). Except for Herefordshire
Council’s ownership of the old Newport Estate, now divided and let as several units, it is
an area of small landowners, though with a complex pattern of rented, owned and sub-
let land. There has been mixed farming here for a long time — cattle, sheep, various arable
crops, fruit — but the mix changes quite rapidly with movements in the market and the
impact of diseases.

At this moment, farming faces yet more change with the reform of the Common
Agricultural Policy, although the full implication of that change is still not clear.
Uncertainty, for whatever reason, can only be bad for an occupation which relies on the
long lead-times of seedtime and harvest and the life cycles of animals. A peculiar blend
of media attention and heightened food consciousness has put farming under popular
 scrutiny as seldom before. The episodes of BSE, Foot-and-Mouth and TB have equipped
stock with fancy ear-tags and filled farmhouses with paperwork. Farmers themselves
seem divided about future prospects. Will it have to be units of at least 600 acres, or can
family-run units survive? Can adding value to crops before they leave the farm (cheese,
jce-cream, sausages etc.) boost incomes? Is there a best choice between sophisticated
machinery and imported foreign labour? All these and hosts of other questions need
answering.

There is not much that a Parish Plan can do to help with these problems because they
derive from forces working on a global scale, but, since it does address an audience
outside the Parish, it must say to County and Regional authorities that agriculture, here
and in neighbouring parishes, is the main economic driving force and should continue to
be so. The land here — its climate, topography and soil — has its own advantages and
official encouragement should be directed towards enhancing the value of it. We do not
want 1o be “diversified” out of agriculture. We would rather see agriculture enriched by
embracing a broader sector of the food industry, and offering a decent living to increasing
numbers of people.

CHANGING TIMES
Haymaking at the turn of the Century
This picture was probably taken from the field below Motte House.
St. Mary’s Church is dimly visible in the background.
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FARMERS AND OTHERS

One point raised by the Surveys — not by many people, but enough to make it worth
examination — was a certain lack of understanding between some farmers and some of
the others who work and live here.

It is a plain fact that all settlements and isolated dwellings in the Parish are surrounded
by farmland and, in many cases, are in between parts of the same farm, so cultivation
comes right up to garden fences and farm machinery passes many front doors.
Breathtaking as it can be, this is not primarily a scenic gem. It’s a 3,000-acre
workshop. Anyone allergic to farming who buys a place in Almeley Parish has made
an unwise choice. On the other hand, the days when Almeley was almost exclusively
about farming and the support of farming are long gone. The world has moved on and
non-farming people are nationally, even internationally, mobile and they live where
they please.

Those who live in this Parish have done remarkably well in setiling down together. The
farming families still occupy many of the leading positions in community activity, but
new (i.e. in the last 30 years) arrivals have brought an array of talents and experience
with them which longer-term residents have been kind enough to welcome, so that,
together, they have made this a different, broader, more outward-looking place.

As such, a measure of give and take is sensible. Poultry, sheep, cattle and tractors make
noises, but carting muck through the Village is not the same as carting it through the
yard and spillage avoidance is a matter of common courtesy.

Again, this is not something that a Parish Plan can do much about — it’s a
matter of personal behaviour — but it may be useful to suggest that greater
understanding might increase mutual respect? To those who have lived only in
cities, farming may be a mystery, but a greater understanding of it may help
people to become more aware of the seasons and colours that surround them.
So, any steps that farmers can take, such as organised visits to explain why
they are doing what they are doing, would be most welcome. It is important to
keep up the tradition of Village Hall lunches, and people should try to break
the supermarket habit in favour of local farm shops and farmers’ markets.




TOURISM AND HERITAGE Page 8

The 2001 Census showed that some 57 people of working age were engaged in renting
and catering activities, and the Parish Survey revealed moderate enthusiasm for the
development of tourism as a source of income and employment.

Almeley is well placed for those wishing to attend Festivals at Hay, Brecon and
Presteigne, as well as the many leisure activities available in the Wye valley. The

historic city of Hereford is a mere 30 minutes drive away along a comparatively quiet
road. :

However, the Parish alone contains much to attract visitors, particularly those keen on
walking and cycling. There are many historic buildings and ancient remains — the
Church, the two castles, buildings from Tudor times, Newport estate, etc. All of this in
most beautiful countryside with ancient woodland, eight commons and three dingles, one
of them an official Nature Reserve, all with an extensive range of flora and fauna.

Ancient motte
and bailey viewed
from St. Mary’s
Church with the
Black Mountains
and Brecon
Beacons beyond.

The Yellow Archangel (Lamium
galeobdolon) one of the rarer wild
flowers to be found in the three “dingles”.
Recent official records listed over 400
wildflowers, grasses and sedges.

70 bird species live or visit here regularly,
with up to 30 more occasional visitors.

Butterfly species include the exotic
“Clouded Yellow”, “Silver Fritillary” and
“Purple Hairstreak”™.
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TOURISM AND HERITAGE

Since the potential for walking and cycling is a major factor in attracting visitors to the
Parish as well as being one of the many assets for those who already live here, it has been
suggested that the various sites referred to on the previous page could be linked together
to form a “heritage trail” such as already exists in some other parishes in the County.

|. Central to this idea is the
Old Railway Station that
has stood derelict for the
last sixty-seven years. In
the recent survey 183
people, 54% of those
responding, felt that steps
should be taken to
preserve this bit of recent
history if the opportunity
arises.

Form a working group to develop the concept of a Parish “Loop” for walkers
and/or cyclists.

In the process seek to acquire the Old Railway Station for the benefit of the Parish.

Include tourist attractions in the proposed Parish Directory (Page 30).

Almeley Manor
One of many
notable buildings
forming part of
our heritage
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The Parish outside the Village is almost entirely farmland, except for a few small
settlements, the three dingles and the six small commons. There are a few woods, some
cider apple orchards, smallish fields (some arable and some grazing) divided by hedges,
and there is quite thick tree cover.

Planning policies apply strict limits on residential development though allow a certain
amount of rural enterprise. Apart from a small area West of Batch Brook, the whole
Parish is subject to policies which protect the character of the landscape — an area around
Newport House is an Historic Park and the rest is designated “least resilient to change”.
Our Survey showed that most people support these policies.

The problem for the Parish is to reconcile these protective policies with the need to
continue profitable cultivation within a rapidly changing agricultural industry. Older
farming techniques shaped the landscape that planning now seeks to protect, and many
farmers are rightly proud of that, but new techniques produce new effects. This Parish
Plan needs to formulate guidelines that can manage change acceptably. We propose :

® The main features that form the framework of the landscape should be protected and
enhanced. These are the immediate settings of the settlements, the dingles and the
woods (these last being already subject to various forms of management).

e Because of its location in the wider landscape (see pages 2 & 3) the Parish contains
several notable viewpoints, and special care should be taken with the siting, design
and landscaping of all substantial new structures that are proposed within the
prospects from these viewpoints. The effect of new structures on the wider views
thus needs to be considered, as well as their positioning on their immediate site.

* The general character of the Parish’s landscape is created by its hedges and tree cover,
and the overall total of these should be maintained. Hedges and trees that have been
brought into the landscape by our predecessors for practical purposes are still valid.
A well-managed hedge is stock-proof and contributes to biodiversity. Trees,
especially in hedgerows, provide shelter and reduce surface wind as well as
contributing further to biodiversity. Replacement planting for the future should be
continuous,

o In particular, roadside trees should be retained and lopping should be done with
restraint and only when absolutely necessary. New groups of trees can be a useful tool
for reconciling new structures within the existing landscape.

Newport Estate cavered a large part of the i’ansh for several centunes Its
purchase by the County Council in 1917 and its division into small farms
continues to be influential, and any future sale by the Council could have

significant effects. Livestock rearing (one reason for the small fields) has
declined in recent years and been replaced by arable, leading to some loss
of hedgerows.
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in addition, there are many single buildings and
farms, and substantial cover of hadgerow trees




THE VILLAGE Page 12

The buildings in the Village are very mixed in age, type and style but are well blended
together by trees and by generously planted front gardens. Planning policy applies a
Settlement Boundary around the central part of the Village and will allow any type of
building within this, (up to densities much higher than exist at present), while §
prohibiting residential building outside it. Our Survey showed very strong support for
this policy, though with some misgivings about the effects of infill. Since there are now
no vacant plots inside the Boundary, but some larger plots that might be divided, our

Guidance needs to offer ways to control adverse overcrowding. We propose that, for
building:

® The policy of confining any new building to within the Settlement Boundary should
be firmly applied.

¢ Applications to sub-divide existing plots for development likely to degrade the
Village environment, resulting in loss of amenity for nearby residential propetties, or
resulting in dwellings having insufficient garden space, should be refused.

® Proposals that are out of scale, or in a style not sympathetic to nearby buildings,
should be refused.

e Applications for Outline Consent should be required to state the type, size, number
and location of proposed buildings.

o New developments should be sited so as to preserve and, if possible, enhance
significant views in and out of the Village.

¢ Use of overhead cabling should be discouraged.

There is already a high proportion of social housing in the Village, but there has been
difficulty, recently, in ensuring that it is used for its original purpose of providing
affordable housing for local people who need it. We propose that:

e Applications for social housing should only be approved if subject to Section 106
Agreements giving priority in the letting of the houses to people with a local
connection, and that the results of such letting will be monitored and open to scrutiny.

Trees and other planting are very important for the practical and visual environment in
the Village. Most of them are growing on private property and the Village is dependent
on owners to maintain them (see cover picture), but we propose that:

o Significant trees, tree groups and hedges should be identified, particularly those [§8
which frame important vistas or enclose public spaces, and the owners encouraged to &
refrain from felling or lopping them, unless unavoidable for safety reasons in which &
case they should be encouraged to replace them.

e Proposals for new development which would result in loss of significant trees or
hedges should be refused unless adequate replacement can be provided.

s Ground works involved in laying services and the like should be located outside the
root spread of significant trees and hedges.

e The public amenity open spaces and their surroundings in the Village, including
Spearmarsh Common, should be protected against development or encroachment,
and work should be put in hand to remove or tidy the existing clutter of overhead
cables, street furniture, etc.
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The Village contains a number of ancient sites and buildings and several older buildings

that have an interesting character. Part of the Village is within the Almeley Conservation

Area which encloses some, but not all, of these. The Conservation Area is to be reviewed

fairly soon. It is proposed that:

¢ The area of the Village within the Conservation Area should not be reduced.

® The normal Conservation Area conditions should be vigorously enforced, including
those which protect trees, and particular attention should be paid to the protection of -
the character of open spaces,

® Identified older buildings of particular interest, outside the Conservation Area, should
be the subject of special care in any proposals for development, including a
presumption against their removal and a requirement for sympathetic treatment of
new buildings to be placed near them. '

=
Settlement boundary
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Crown Copyright 10003431

Until World War 2 the Village consisted of the old core around the Church
and a scattering of cottages and orchards towards the Common. Since then,
104 houses have been added, social West of the main street, private and
speculative to the East.




MANAGING THE ENVIRONMENT

The Survey revealed strongly held views on the need to preserve and enhance the beauty of
the surroundings, with no less than 30 people expressing their willingness to be personally
involved in an environmental plan of action for the Parish. While the previous pages (10-13)
have been concerned with protection, these two (14 and 15) are about positive action.

The structure of road verges is discussed on page 18. Verges are mowed by Council

contractors from time to time and paved roads are occasionally swept mechanically. This
contract work is chronically under funded. Bulky dumped rubbish will be removed on
demand. Litter was also shown to be a matter of much concern with 18 persons actually
prepared to partake in an organised programme. Unfortunately the high cost of insurance
premiums to cover health and safety liability prohibits this, so it is necessary to rely on

those public-spirited individuals who have always picked up small litter in their vicinity, &5

and to encourage others to do the same.

Herefordshire Council offers parishes the opportunity to employ a “lengthsman” to do

minor ditch clearance, etc. A small sum is paid to cover part-time wages and @&

administration, but longer term funding seems uncertain. Nearby parishes have
participated and seem pleased. Personnel would have to be paid.

Dog fouling can be an unpleasant nuisance in the Village streets and on the common.
There is a scheme of special collection bins but they appear to be excessively expensive
and inefficient in practice. Public-spirited residents do pick up their own dog’s mess and,
although this problem is enforceable under County Bye-laws, a far preferable solution
would be to persuade everyone to follow their example.

Various management arrangements exist for some of the woods and dingles. Holywell
Dingle is an official Nature Reserve managed by Herefordshire Nature Trust. Cokes Yeld
Dingle is owned partly by Herefordshire Council and partly by Newport House. The
Council is altering the tree planting with a view to opening a public path from Upcott
Pool to the road by Cokes Yeld Farm. This is scheduled to take several years. A
substantial stretch of Batch Dingle is Council-owned and contains Ancient Monuments
and historic sites. Highmoor Wood is no longer used for shooting and Hereford Council
has proposals to open public paths through it at some future date. Since all of these are

matters of considerable public interest, it would be desirable for the Parish Council, ora §

voluntary group acting on its behalf, to become involved.
The Commons. The eight Commons in the Parish present particular problems.

Spearmarsh. Spearmarsh Common serves as a Village Green although not technically
defined as such. It acts as the home ground for Almeley Cricket Club and provides a
playing field for the Primary School. It is regularly used for Village fetes and sports days.
The Primary School and the Village Hall are both built on Common land. The Parish
Council has long assumed a degree of responsibility for the management. It pays an
honorarium to the Cricket Club who tend the square and outfield whilst a separate contract
is negotiated for grass cutting at the fringes. The Survey identified a need for a group to co-
ordinate the various activities whilst respecting the rights of six registered “Commoners”.

Logaston, Meer and Hopley’s Green. These three larger Commons are places of charm
and tranquillity with considerable potential as informal nature reserves. The County Land
Agent has inadequate human and financial resources to manage them properly, and
would welcome any local assistance. Some adjacent residents have agreed to act as a
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Damaged Verges
A problem

throughout the
Parish

Note
The Commons are

shown on the map
on Page 11



Page 15

MANAGING THE ENVIRONMENT

Smaller Commens. The Survey revealed that these are largely in good shape thanks to
the trouble taken by certain caring individuals who have quietly got on with such matters

as grass cutting and tree planting. It would be helpful if these public-spirited individuals
could be identified.

S g e e e N VT i

Given the high level of interest shown by parishioners in every aspect of |
environmental management and the numbers volunteering to get involved,
the Parish Council will consider steps to meet their concerns.

A Spearmarsh Co-ordination Committee should be formed to deal with the
management of the Common in consultation with the County Land Agent.
For all other Commons the Parish Council should seek to obtain the
agreement of nearby individuals to be nominated as unofficial wardens,
acting as watchdogs on behalf of the Parish and becoming the first point of
contact with the County Land Agent.

i e g s

The Parish Council had trouble trying to keep gypsies off several of the
Commons from 1895 onwards.

Weobley R.D.C. made the Commons Management scheme and Byelaws
(still displayed) in 1913. They are now rather quaint.

The present Commons were registered in 1966 & 1967 when the Commons
Registration Act came in.

Spearmarsh was covered in scrub and used as a rubbish dump for many
years. There was also a pond.

There was a track from Spearmarsh House gate to the Woonton road but the
idea of a road across the Common was not proposed until 1927 and was not
built until some years later.

After 30 years of complaining the Parish Council set up a Commons
Improvement Committee in 1959, which cleared, ploughed and seeded
Spearmarsh for use as a playing field.

“Hopley’s Green”
One of ¢ight
commons in

Almeley




MAIN ROADS

For most residents, living in Almeley involves plenty of travel - to work, to shop, to
recreation, to family and friends. All this travel can only be done by road and by car since
almost all destinations are beyond walking or cycling distance. Bus services are limited
and infrequent (see below), so 92% of households possess cars, and over half of them
have more than one. Many of the car-less householders are elderly people who rely to
some extent on others.

The map on the facing page shows the main road network near the Parish with an
indication of routes to distant places, though everyone has their own favourite routes and
there are many to choose from.

The Parish is unusual in not being penetrated by a main road except the A.480 that runs
through the Eastern end at Woonton. This, with A.44, A 4111 and A 41 12, forms three
sides of a box around the Parish carrying large flows of heavy goods vehicles, which
cause severe problems in nearby villages such as Pembridge and Eardisley.

Herefordshire Council intends to study these in the next phase (2006-11) of its Local
Transport Plan. One possibility being mooted, and featuring in the Parish Plans for both
Eardisley and Pembridge, is to relieve these parishes by diverting traffic from A.44 and
A.4111 on to A.4112 via A.480, by-passing Lyonshall. If successful, this would increase
HGV traffic through Woonton seven-fold (based on 1998 L.T.P. figures). Even half
success would increase flows through Woonton to something similar to those now
experienced by Pembridge. If such a scheme is seriously considered the hazards for
Woonton must not be overlooked just because it is a small place. The narrow and twisting
length from The Buck to The Lion is itself enough to make a by-pass worth considering,
Major works in this comer of the County are unlikely in the predictable future.
Nevertheless, Almeley should be involved in all preliminary discussions to protect its
interests.
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The Parish Council to ensure that it is able to play an active role in all
discussions of the constraint or re-routing of heavy goods vehicles through
Northwest Herefordshire.

More immediately, Herefordshire Council is considering a speed limit on the A.480
through Woonton. The Survey showed mixed feelings about this. The Highway
Regulations suggest a limit of 50mph, though it is hard to see the value of that since most
traffic does not exceed it now, and it is manifestly too fast for some of the Woonion
bends. There may be merit, however, in drawing attention to the need for care through
Woonton as traffic continues to increase. ’

The road through Woonton was once the main turnpike road from Hereford

to Aberystwyth, and would have carried a lot of horse-drawn traffic. This
may account for there having been two inns and a smithy.
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The Parish contains some 14 miles of roads, not all adopted, all narrow and mostly
winding. There are almost no footways alongside them.

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,
Crown Copyright 10003431 ;

Conditions on these roads raised many concems in our Survey — excessive speed, crowding
out of pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians, great width of some vehicles leading to rutting
of verges, breaking of edges of paving and drainage to ditches. These conflicts need to be
resolved. It is obvious that the old-fashioned solution of wholesale widening and
straightening cannot be applied, because of cost and because it would destroy much of the
ecology and most of the charm of the Parish. Therefore, the worst effects of traffic need to
be constrained in the interest of maintaining the proper working use of the network.

Large Vehicles
and
NarrewRoads
A problem
throughout the
Parish




SPEED LIMITS

A 30-mph. limit was established in the Village in June 2004. First observations suggest
that it has made very little difference. The Police have said that they will enforce limits
only if they are persistently exceeded and persistently reported. Systematic and careful
observation is therefore needed.

Elsewhere in the Parish the existing traffic regulations are such that it is very unlikely
that speed limits could be established (except for the A480 in Woonton — see Page 14).
% Various schemes to reduce excessive speed throughout the Parish have been considered
® and should continue to be explored. The “Quiet Lanes” concept has some promise but it
is not yet widely understood and carries no powers of enforcement. Schemes involving
proliferation of signs should be avoided.

The Parish Councﬂ wﬂlarrange for the momtonng and enforcement of sped

lumts n the Vlllage and on the A480

STREET LIGHTING

The Survey showed a large majority opposed to street lighting within the Village. Many
people are distressed by light pollution. Individual lamps, as at Woonton, can be useful.
Regulations now permit these, but they should be installed only rarely where special need
can be shown.

ST e A T T e T R

The Pansh Councﬂ will oppose general street lighting, though may con51der
cases for individual lamps.

SMALL ROAD WORKS

¢ Small adjustments to the roads themselves could produce modest protection.

® A few more passing places could reduce overrunning of verges. These might be
provided at field gateways to benefit field access as well as passing traffic, e.g. on the
straight lengths West of Newport Lodge and North of New House.

® Persistently broken edges could be reinforced with flush haunching and perforated
blocks set into verges with grass allowed to grow through. Verge widths should not be
reduced, as this would encourage speeding. On no account should raised kerbs or
pedestrian footways be installed. -

e Some junction priorities could be revised in order to discourage speeding.

Herefordshire Council is refusing, at present, to amend the junction at the top of the
Village by the shop, but they should be asked to reconsider.

; - e R e R e e W e i
The Pansh Council will collaborate with Herefordshire Council in dev:lsmg and
lmplementmg a long-term programme of small works.

Major alterations were made to the surrounding roads when the railway was
built. Cuttings, embankments, bridges and re-alignments took the roads under
the railway and over Batch Brook.




BUSES

Almeley has been designated as a “Main Village” partly on the strength of its bus service,
but the fact is the bus service through the Village is limited and infrequent, and is used

by only a few people. However, for those few it is very important, so it is a pity that it is’

50 poor. Since nearly everyone in the Parish has recognised the poverty of the service and
equipped themselves with a car, there is little local pressure for improvement. By
contrast, at County and national level the aim is to get people out of cars and into buses.
It is a policy that has failed dismally for one obvious reason — the buses are oo large for
our rural roads. Public money has been used to subsidise large, even double-decker,
buses that by-pass this Parish with just a sprinkling of passengers as illustrated on the
opposite page. The service could easily be improved by re-routing, but some feel strongly
that this would only exacerbate the problem of large vehicles covered on pages 18 and
19 and insist that any changes should be conditional on smaller buses being used.

Meanwhile, there is another form of public transport operating, namely cars or small
buses making trips on demand. In North Herefordshire it is called “Community Wheels”
and is based at Leominster. At present it is not well funded and relies on volunteer
drivers, but it has the potential to be far more useful for Almeley and its neighbouring
Parishes than the fixed-route services. Its primary virtue is flexibility. It can take people
to various places at lots of different times, given a little notice. Whilst this is very much
the poor relation of the transport world it could, nevertheless, be expanded at
comparatively modest cost. In doing so it is felt that the lives of those without cars would
be much improved and, if expanded effectively, could improve the perceptions of public
transport among the rest of the residents.
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The Parish Council to collaborate with Councils of neighbouring Parishes to
press for smaller buses as a prior condition to improving the fixed-route
services and for substantial expansion of on-demand services.

The Kington to
Hereford bus
passes through the
old railway
cutting ~ part of a
very limited
service
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SERVICES 461, 462, 445, 509, 061. Monday to Saturday except where shown. To Sept. ‘04,

The uneven split
between Eardisley,
Lyonshall and
Almeley could be
corrected by
diverting some or
alt of the Woonton
to Lyonshall
service via
Almeley. 140 more
dwellings would be
served with only 5
minutes more
running time. The
service would be
€VENn more
acceptable if
smaller vehicles
were used.
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Originally public transport was by carrier’s cart.

A steam railway through Almeley was opened in 1874, its first rapid transit to the
whole Country.

The rail track was taken up in 1916 and, by the time it was re-laid in 1922,
motorbuses were replacing horse-drawn carts.

Mr. W. (Bill) Baldwin of The Old Shop and Mr. Murrell of Church House both ran
local bus services and excursions in the mid-1920’s. Midland Red competition
from 1925 drove them both out of business, since when no bus service has been
particularly focused on Almeley.

The railway was cfosed in 1940 for lack of traf”ﬁc.
e x TR




WALKING

There are about 13 miles of Designated Footpaths in the Parish, divided into 20

numbered sections. 5 of them join to paths in neighbouring parishes. Their main use now
is for recreation and health. Many provide the only access to striking pieces of landscape.
There are no bridle paths, though a few of the footpaths are used by equestrians
occasionally. Parts of AM7 and AM1Q are on paved roads, sometimes used also by
vehicles.

The field paths are a peaceful alternative to the lanes in the Parish, which are all narrow,
mostly with narrow verges and, of course, no footways; but with frequent motor vehicles.
Paths are maintained by the landowners and are supervised by the County Area Footpath
Warden, who assists by providing stiles, gates and signposts. Most paths are in a good
walkable state. There are occasional problems of damaged stiles, locked gates, and new
fences without crossing facilities, electric fences, broken signs and so on, but these are
resolved by the Area Warden on receipt of reports by the Parish Footpath Officer.

At the moment there is a recurrence of the perennial problem on A10 in The Batch where
Batch Brook steadily erodes the path. Parts of it need either consolidation or a boardwalk.
In 2004 Herefordshire Council asked for a report on the state of footpaths, with
suggestions for improvements, as part of its implementation of the Countryside and Rights
of Way Act, and requested that the topic be included in the Parish Plan. This report was
prepared by the Parish Footpaths Officer and, as well as detailing minor points and the
problem in The Batch mentioned, made 3 suggestions. Clearly the County Council would
have to secure the agreement of the landowners if these proposals are to be taken further.

e To resolve present ambiguity by designating the drive at Newport as a
footpath from the Lodge up to AMS. This is open to the public and much,
if not all, of it belongs to Herefordshire Council. It would facilitate the
completion of several possible circuits.

To designate Camp Lane from the Buck at Woonton and its continuation
along the existing track to PM57 as a footpath. This would restore an old
pathway and provide another circuit for Woonton.

To consider using the remaining ratlway track bed as a footpath cycle and
bridle way from Upcott to EE12 at Eardisley which leads directly to the
centre of that Village. This would comply with Policies TS5 and T6 of the
draft UDP and would provide a vehicle-free alternative to the existing road,
which carries fast traffic '

For the first half of the 20th Century, the Parish Council took responsibility for
the upkeep of footpaths and devoted a lot of time and effort to do it. The path in
the Batch was always troublesome because of the stream, which washed away
banks and bridges. There were many more paths than there are now, and they
were used for serious purposes such as getting to the railway at Kinnersley, or
for schoolchildren and the postman to get along Kymin Lane. The 1949 Access
to the Countryside Act introduced the designation of footpaths. Members of the
Parish Council surveyed all the paths and made proposals for the designation in
the early 1950’s. Several paths were not designated and have since disappeared.
Some time later the responsibility for paths passed to District and then County
Councils, though disputes as to who should do what continued for some years.
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Thisisa long-cstablishcd informal walking group which seems to have been initiated by Mr. Andy Johnson
in 1984 with a v1ew to clearing and marking paths. There are currently about 30 mcmbers who walk twice a




PUBLIC UTILITIES
WATER SUPPLY/DRAINAGE

Water is supplied by Welsh Water and comes mainly from the Dunficld borehole near
Kington where it is pumped to the Crossing reservoir on the Hereford road. There is
mains drainage in the Village only.

MAINS GAS
There is no mains gas supply in the Parish, with little prospect in the future.

ELECTRICITY

With no gas available the Parish is hugely dependent on the electricity supply. Yet this is
by no means reliable with predictable interruptions of service in severe weather
conditions. Most connections are by an unsightly tangle of overhead cables.

REFUSE COLLECTION

Herefordshire Council arranges for weekly collection, by contract, of basic household
waste. There are occasional collections of bulk items in the Village: otherwise these must
be taken to Kington or Leominster. With the exception of a bottle and paper bank at the
Village Shop, there is no serious attempt to recycle waste. There is an absurd situation
with regard to garden waste. Green bags have to be purchased and used before the
contractors will remove it, whereupon it is promptly thrown in with the remainder of the
rubbish. There is little point in separating other material, such as plastic and cans, since
this is treated in the same way.

T
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regard to new buildings.
Hereford Council must be pressed to remedy the inadequate recycling

ery opportunity must be taken to reduce overhead wire, particularly wih |

L b e o b e L

D i el s Er R s e Tl T e P T £ e : ; e
Mains water in the Village was introduced comparatively recently in 1963,

whilst mains drainage was not provided until 1995.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
POLICE

Policing is provided by West Mercia Constabulary. There is a part-time manned Police
Station at Kington and the Divisional HQ is in Hereford. Emergency cover is provided
by mobile patrols and response time is about 20 minutes, depending on where the patrol
is at the time.

Police presence is very thin, but they justify this by the low level of crime, mostly small-
scale thefi. Public disorder has not been a problem. A Community Support Officer
provides valuable service on small and domestic matters but is required to cover too large
an area at present.

The Parish is a Neighbourhood Watch Area and all residents are regarded as members. A
small group of coordinators keeps track of local crime and publishes the few warnings
that the Police issue. Neighbourhood Watch in Eardisley patrols at night and records
movement of vehicles.

Neighbourhébd Watch and Parish Council will press for more Conunﬁnity =
- | Support Officers. '

In 1902, after 3 year’s deliberation, the Parish Council appointed William
Morris as Parish Constable, with the approval of Quarter Sessions, and
equipped him with handcuffs and a baton. Charles Pugh succeeded him in 1904,

The appointment ended in 1908 as Almeley was then connected to Eardisley by
telephone where, presumably, a policeman lived.

FIRE

Hereford and Worcester Fire Brigade has a part-time manned station at Eardisley.
Response time can be as little as ten minutes if the appliance is not busy elsewhere. The
next station is at Kington. The Fire Brigade is under pressure to economise and is
reducing the variety of emergencies that it will attend and is putting fresh emphasis on
fire prevention.

T e H e R et W ke ST S e e s s R A O At T e e T T
The Parish Council will continue to support the retention of the Fire Station at
Eardisley.

AMBULANCE

Hereford and Worcester Ambulance Service has a station at Kington and the response
time can be as little as 10 minutes. An Air Ambulance is based at Hereford.

NOTE

All the Emergency Services suffer occasional delays because they often
cannot find premises where an accident has occurred. This is because the
Parish has few named roads and many un-named dwellings. Clear
directions can save vital time.




PRIMARY SCHOOL

Almeley Primary School 1s very well patronised at present and takes children from a
wide area beyond its direct catchment of most of Almeley and half of Lyonshall. The
Survey showed a huge measure of support for the School with 74.3% considering it to be
“vital” and only 2% thinking it “unimportant”. The School’s success has made it aimost
too large for its buildings and it relies on the Village Hall for overflow, causing some
inconvenience in that building. Forecasts of decline in numbers of children suggest that
the School may become vulnerable to closure again in a few years’ time. As some
protection against this, and to ease conflicts with the Village Hall, the Governors propose
to try to enlarge the School building by adding teaching space and an assembly hall. The
latter could accommodate other village activities at certain times.
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Having regard for the overwhelming wishes of the residents the Parish Council
will continue to support the School in every way possible, and will strongly
oppose any suggestion of closure.

The site of the School, and the stone for its building, was given to the Vicar
and Churchwardens in 1859 by Miss Elizabeth Foley, of Newport House,
and is still owned by them although the Eduction Authority runs the School.

CHILDREN’S PLAY
Provision of a children’s play area was suggested in the “First Ideas” list and received
some support in the Survey, but it has not been possible to find anyone who is prepared
to take the idea forward. It is greatly complicated, these days, by health and safety
regulations and the need for frequent inspection, supervision and insurance. There is also
difficulty in finding a site that would be close enough to housing to allow supervision and
easy access while not being so near as to cause a nuisance. For these reasons it is not
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SECONDARY AND HIGHER
EDUCATION

“Parental Choice” in education is a major plank of Government policy, but has little
relevance in a rural Parish like Almeley. Pupils leaving the Primary School mostly go on
to Lady Hawkin’s High School in Kington for their secondary and tertiary education,
eventually taking their A-levels there. There are excellent academic and sporting
facilities at Lady Hawkin’s and a daily school bus to get them there.

Pupils wishing to attend secondary schools such as Bishop’s or Aylestone in Hereford are
faced with the problem of transport. Buses have to be paid for and, as noted earlier, the
service is appalling. The same is true for pupils preferring to complete their A-levels at
Hereford Art College, Technical College or Sixth Form College.

Inevitably, with little prospect of local employment, there is an exodus of young people
from the Parish at 18+,

YOUTH SERVICE

The Survey showed a strong measure of support for the suggestion to form a Youth Club,
with eight adults offering to help run one. However, a general enquiry conducted by the
Kington-based Youth Officer revealed only limited interest from the young people
themselves. Some attend the main youth centre in Kington, and more would probably do
so if transport were available outside school hours. It was pointed out that the Young
Farmers Club always welcomes new members and they do not have to be drawn from the
farming community.

The Kington Youth Officer has taken note of the views expressed in the |
Survey and the support on offer, and has agreed to keep the matter under |




SHOPPING Page 2§

The Shop

Use it or lose it!

The Parish is fortunate to have a Village Shop. This was evident in the Survey with 120
people saying that they use it regularly. Many said how much they appreciate the
newspaper service. It is, of course, vital for those without cars. It is also a valuable
source of information.

The present proprietor stresses that the shop alone does not provide a full living. The
range of stock that can be carried is in direct relation to turnover. Prices are more
competitive than many realisc when the cost of petrol and journey time are taken into
account. However, the ruthless competition from the ever-expanding supermarkets in
Hereford, Leominster and Kington is impossible to counteract. Moreover, the practice of
making home deliveries in response to ¢-mail orders is bound to increase in the coming
years as more households come on line.

There is a small farm shop at New House, selling high quality organic dairy produce,
meat, etc. and there are several others nearby.

There have been shops in
several places in the Parish in
the past, and no doubt, much
trading at farm gates. Mrs.
Baldwin closed the Old Shop,
shown here, when she retired.
The present business, under
different proprietors, moved
from West View to The Bells
before going to its present
location at Sunnyside.




Page 29

Almeley
Post Office

A vital facility

THE POST OFFICE

Sub-post offices throughout the land are under threat of closure. From the Survey it was
clear that the retention of the Sub-Post Office is hugely important, with 82.4% rating it
as “essential” and only 2 people thinking it was not needed. This extensive support has
been conveyed to the Post Office Head of Area. Whilst there has been no suggestion of
closure it must be recognised that the present postmistress is likely to wish to retire
during the time-scale of this Parish Plan and, when that time comes, the residents must
be doubly alert. Meanwhile full advantage should be taken of the wide service now
available. Here are some examples:

e Personal banking free of charge, including cash withdrawals using card and pin
numbers.
Personal loans
Travel insurance

® Foreign curtency exchange at 0% commission

Encourage greater use of the facilities on offer.

Press for a vehicle licensing service to be included.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

It is a paradox that whilst those in remote rural areas can claim to have the greatest
need for good telecommunications they remain “at the end of the line” for service.
Even public telephone boxes are threatened. Whilst mobile phones are now the norm
for most families the reception in this area is poor and people are still heavily
dependent on the use of land lines. Similarly, the Parish remains “out of area” for
television digital boxes.

Prepare orchestrated approaches to the various service providers, if possible

in conjunction with neighbouring parishes experiencing similar problems.

'Il'p ST



MEDICAL SERVICES

There are no medical services in the Parish, so everyone has to travel, unless quite
incapacitated. There are two General Practices in the area, one with surgeries at Eardisley
and Kington, the other with surgeries in Weobley and Staunton-on-Wye. The nearest
Dentists are at Weobley and Leominister. Opticians are at Kington and Hereford. There
is a Pharmacy at Kington, sufficiently distant to allow GPs to dispense medicines. The
nearest Hospital is at Hereford and a convalescent facility at Kington. More specialist
Hospitals are at Cheltenham and Birmingham.

Only 10 to 15 people on our Survey expressed difficulty getting to one or more of the
medical services. Several people made the obvious point that they could manage as long
as they had use of a car, but there are bound to be occasions when illness or treatment
prevents them from driving, a particular problem for the elderly, and many have cause to
be grateful to friends and neighbours who give them lifts. Even so, the chronic difficulty
of parking at or near the Hospital in Hereford makes visits there an uncertain business.
Public transport is totally inadequate and Hospital transport is available only to the
seriously ill. This reinforces the point made on Page 20 that an “on demand” service is
by far the most useful for this and similar parts of the County.

SOCIAL LIFE AND CARE

Despite the rural position there is much for the people of Almeley to share and enjoy.
Church communities are very active and there are a number of thriving clubs and
societies, many of these based at the Village Hall (see page 35). Boules and quizzes take
place at the pub, and the school, with the help of the PTA, arranges frequent extra-
curricular events. One resident welcomes senior citizens to her home every week and
organises shopping trips and visits to places of interest. These activities, together with the

many individual acts of kindness, such as running people to the hospital or dentist, [*8

provide a level of support that tends to ensure that none of those needing special care is
overlooked.

INFORMATION

In the Survey the great majority of people were reasonably satisfied with the way that

they were kept informed. Apart from word of mouth, the chief sources of information
were notice boards, the post office and the shop. Many also appreciated being kept
informed in the local press and “Offa Tree News”. There were pleas for an additional
notice board at Wootton. :

A majority of people liked the idea of having a Parish booklet or directory with 18
persons offering their help in producing one.

-100 people felt that it would be a good idea to have a Parish website and 44 said that they
would use it to advertise. This idea has gathered momentum since the Survey was
conducted and the Parish Council was given a presentation of a possible parish website.

Page 3

Official and
Unofficial
The Parish

Notice Board and
“Owen’s Bam”

e (Consider having a new Notice Board at Wootton.
¢ Consider producing a Parish information booklet using volunteer help on offer.
® Review the suggestion for having a Parish website.
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GOVERNANCE

Almeley is a separate Parish with its own Parish Council of seven members.

It is part of Castle Ward which returns one member to the County of Hereford District

- Council, a Unitary Authority.

Herefordshire is part of the West Midlands Region, which seems to be in the process
of taking over some of the functions of Herefordshire Council, e.g. strategic planning.
The Regional Authority, together with Advantage West Midlands, acts as a distributor
for National Government and European Union policy and funding.

County boundary ey

LEOMINSTER

HEREFORD

of Almeley belonged to Roger de Lacy after the Conquest and passed through |
a succession of aristocratic hands for the next 700 years. The house called |
Almeley Manor was used as a Court House for some of this time. Newport
‘House was the local home of the Lords of the Manor. In 1712, Newport was
bought by the Foleys, rich iron founders from Stockbridge. The civil Parish was
established in 1894 as part of Weobley Rural District in Herefordshire County,
and took over some functions from the ecclesiastical Parish. In 1974 the County
was merged with Worcestershire and Almeley became part of Leominster
District within the merged counties. In 1998 the Counties were separated again
and Leominster District was abolished. The Parish survives!




THE CHURCH

St.Mary’s, Almeley is notable for its welcoming and prayerful atmosphere and for its
continued involvement in the community. As only one of eight Anglican churches
comprising the Eardisley Group under one Vicar, the day-to-day running of the Church
relies heavily on the dedication and energy of the Parochial Church Council and the lay
community generally.

The Church remains a focal point in the Parish and there is always strong support at all
the main festivals. There is an excellent musical tradition, with a lively choir of both
adults and children. New voices are always welcome and the number of choristers is
increasing each year. Regular joint services are held with other choirs and choral concerts
have been given in the Village Hall. The sound of church bells is very much part of
Village life thanks to the efforts of an enthusiastic team of bell ringers.

Children are warmly welcomed. There are frequent Family services and a Children’s
Corner. Candidates are regularly prepared for Confirmation.

The Church is always bright and inviting, and the skills of the devoted team of flower
arrangers are in evidence throughout the year. It is open every day for visitors and is a
popular venue for concerts, talks, festivals and other community events.

The whole community was closely involved in find-raising for a major £29,500 restoration |

project on the fabric in 1998. More recently a kitchen and lavatory (with disabled access)
have been added and a cracked bell been has been re-cast to bring back a peal of six.

The two Churchyards (Old and New) contain many graves of local families together with
those of Latvians who lived in Newport House.
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Ensure that Almeley Church continues to serve the community by:

® Maintaining the Church as a place of worship, beauty and peace.

e Aiding people’s spiritual development and education through prayer
meetings, study groups, children’s playdays etc.

® Increasing the use of the church building as a focal point for workshops,
arts and events that enrich the community.

e Extending the church’s involvement within the community in helping

people deal with the issues of life in the 21st century

3

i

that the earliest part of the present church was laid down in about
1200, although there would probably have been a church there much earlier. The
chancel and north vestry were added around 1300. Early in the 14th century, at
a time when many Herefordshire churches we rededicated, the present nave,
south porch and higher tower were added. Sir Roger de Webberlye was the first
incumbent to be recorded in 1280. In 1392 John Mydale was appointed as the
first Perpetual Vicar and there have been 43 others since that date. A permanent
reminder of the Latvian period of residence in Newport House between 1953 and
1988 is provided by a section of their graves in the churchyard, and the unique

ties with the Latvian community prevail to this day.
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THE NON-CONFORMIST TRADITION

The Quakers

Charles Fox, Founder of the Quakers, walked by here in the 1650’s. Roger
Pritchard, a glover and a Quaker convert, bought Summer House in Wootton
in 1668, started the Almeley Meeting, and gave them the present Meeting
House in 1672. Five of them went to America with William Penn, signed his

Charter founding Pennsylvania, and held important offices in the State. The
farm just up the hill from the Meeting House is still called “Pennsylvania”.
The Quakers built another Meeting House in Woonton in the 19th Century,
but this rare duplication was abandoned later and the building is now used
as a private house (“Chapel House™).

ALMELEY QUAKERS TODAY

From the earliest times Quakers have had the distinction of having an influence far in
excess of their numbers, much to the discomfort of successive governments, and modern
Quakers still continue the tradition of “speaking truth to power”.

There are a number of local families whose ancestors were Quakers and the Society of
Friends is alive and well in the area. Today the Almeley Meeting has a nominal roil of
nearly fifty and is active in many issues both at home and abroad.

Meeting Houses are not
consecrated buildings.
Typically, the one at
Almeley (pictured here)
is used by both Quaker
and the non-Quaker
organisations, religious
and secular, who are
broadly in sympathy
with Quaker aspirations.
Presently, the meeting is
considering a proposal
to demolish the old
stables and  build an
extension to the Meeting
House in their place.

OTHER NON-CONFORMISTS TODAY

Almeley Methodist Church closed in the mid-1990’s when the Eardisley Methodist
Church became the base for the remaining members. The Almeley members started a
Fellowship Group that meets once a month. This has become a strong, regular gathering
which includes people from surrounding villages and hamlets.

An ecumenical prayer group, the “Christian Dove Fellowship”, meets twice a week in the

By e,

Page :




Page 35 VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall is a registered charity run by a Committee of Management ¢zt
annually at the Annual General Meeting. The object is to “provide and mainiain o
property for the use of the inhabitants”. Income has to be generated for this purpose wi
any surplus being put into trust for “further investment” as required.

The Survey revealed considerable appreciation for the facility and for the weom
undertaken by the Management Committee. There were several suggestions I
improvement of the facilities, which have been passed on to the Commiittee.

There were a nmnber of suggestions for additional activities that have also been passs:

advise rather than to orgamse events themselves.

Because the neighbouring Parish primary school lacks a school hall and dining room (s
Page 26) the Village Hall is used extensively by the school at nominal cost but only w

it is not required for other purposes. Nevertheless, this is an unsatisfactory situation zn¢
one that the Local Education Authority needs to address.

Almeley
Craft Club

One of many
activities at the
Village Hall

e Press the LEA to pay realistic rental charges for school activities.
e (Co-operate in any steps to improve car-parking facilities for joint use by
the Village Hall and the Primary School.
| e Develop plans for extending the accommodation in order to increase the
e present (hazardous) storage space and to provide an additional meeting
32 room.

e e

The first Village Hall (lit by two oil lamps, heated by a single stove and with a
bucket latrine!) was built in 1923 on Spearmarsh Common land. It was
modernised in 1981 to provide flushing toilets, electric heating, a new floor and
a bar. Extensive restoration to bring it up to its present state took place in 1993
in collaboration with the Parish Council and with the aid of a long-term loan
from the Public Works Loan Board.




PUBLIC HOUSES Page 2
THE BELLS |

Sandra and Peter Bearman always had
the intention to own a rural pub where
they could maintain a truly locai
atmosphere, and the opportunity came
when they moved into “The Bells” Inn in
February 2004. Previously a Marston’s
house, it is once again a “Free house”,
offering a wide range of real ales and
ciders — just what you would expect to
find in a traditional pub of this kind.

There is a non-smoking bar and also a |
dining room where customers can enjoy
quality home cooking, using mostly
local produce.

“The Bells” plays an important part in the life of the Village. Teams are entered into the
local leagues for cribbage, boules and pub quizzes, and it is the home pub for Almeley
Cricket Club. There are frequent music events, and assistance is readily provided for
Village Hall occasions. '

THE LION

Diane and Simon Smith are the Hosts at “The Lion” situated on the A480 at Woonton. where
they offer both bar and restaurant food, including catering for speciality diets such as
vegetarian and gluten-free. Real ales are served together with beers suitable for vegetarians.

“The Bells” is a venerable building and had extensive orchards attached to its
North and South sides until the 1970%. Deeds of the property go back at least to
1704, There was a pub — the “New Inn” or “The Pheasant” in what is now Motte
House, and its brewery still exists “The Buck™ at Woonton was also a pub until
quite recently. “The Lion” was once called “The Ferney” but changed its name
to “The Lion™ at the end of the 19th century in recognition of the new owner’s
previous profession as a lion-tamer.




Page 37 ALMELEY CRICKET CLUB

The Club first formed in 1952 and
played on land at Bridge Farm. In 1973
it moved to the present pitch on
Spearmarsh Common. The Club has for
many years played competitive cricket
as part of the Hereford Times League. At
the end of the 2003 season this League
was dissolved and the Club applied to
join the Marches League.

Provisional membership was granted for
the 2004 season on condition that, from
2005, both the pitch and pavilion would
be brought up to League standards. The
pitch has now been fully accepted, but
work on the pavilion is needed in order to
comply. This involves the installation of showers, provision of a ladies’ toilet and dividing
the changing rooms into two dressing rooms. This is expected to cost around £2,000, and
much find-raising has been needed to ensure completion by 30 September 2004.

Meanwhile, there has been a struggle with rising bureaucracy to register with the Inland

Revenue as 2 community amateur sports club, and to ensure compliance with the Child

Protection Act. The latter measure ensured that the Club could continue to field a Sunday

side wherein under-16s can play in preparation for the more rigorous league cricket. We

welcome youngsters to come along and play in a safe environment where their
development will receive positive encouragement.

The support of the Parish Council and local residents is greatly appreciated.

THE ORIGINAL TEAM TAKEN IN 1953
H. Moreland, T. Goodwin, O. Davies, J. Mokler, C. Griffith, J. Hope,
C. Gurmin, J. Powell, J. Goedwin, G. Hughes, C. Carr, R. Squires




JOASURB |, AJIUNWWOo.)

SIOIALSS [ESIpaul 0] SALLINOf

SATSPICISIH SOUB[NQUIL-UOU 0] PUB SIED 0} SS9008 JNOYIIA 9SO 10] §301A108 Hodsueny puewia( uQ,, puedxy 0c
numﬂvwg EMHHDEEOUS .m ﬂ— .w ﬁ 5. —._..— .* . :ﬁ D 1 —u
W13 WINIPAJA] HoIeM vwafsoﬁm_ﬁuz sworgo Woddng Ayrununuoy) Jo Ayjiqeieae saoxdui <z
) PHOd
WL19) JOYS somedwo) ueAd|9y Jouxajul pueqpeoiq snid uondeoar suoyd afiqows pue A d3uel [jry 2onponu] | g7
W9} POYS [1ouno ) SAYSPICJIISH Fu1jo4A0-01 10} UOT)OS[[0D astifal paje3a18as oonponu] | g
| © 7 HMvY1lo0lLa3oVHNOONE H€ TTIM SHIHLO LVHL SNOLLDY
U119} WNIPILL SIDUMOPUE']
01 11048 T N— UOTOOM Ad[ow]y j& paeoq dopou orjqnd e ysiqessy | Qg
S19UMOpPUR] [B207]
WLIO) WRIPAIA SISTLIL, 98e)LI0H wsLnoy a[eos [[ews s§emoous 0) 4007 a8u11I0Y,, € dojeas( 6
preog 1SLNOY,
SIPHAGUDUE] 100 215983 1S se JIom)au ] suI
W12} WAPAN | 10 agspaOaIOE pay 3iomiu yiedjoof oy) 0} SYUIL PPY | 72
WIS} WNIPIA Auoyny Aemy3ig] sooe[d Suissed ppe pue sa310A 10910.d 0) SIOM [[eWS JO SWIWRIBOI | 4]
mﬁMMM.WHNﬁﬂ QE&MMMME@E aFuI[IA o ur jiuf peads o) ypm aouerjduiod ainsuy 61
guios-uQ soysiied SurmoqydioN a8puquiog 10 Aofsipieq ssed-Aq 07 suejd Aue ur sjedionied
pue ojerpawwf | Auoyny Aemysiy poaads AISS30XS WOL) UOJUOOAN 192101d 21
SJOUOWILO)) _
Egiyaleiliigg wedy pue-] Alunod SopItUO)) JUsWoSeURA] UOWIWO.) ysieweads e ysiqesy | ¢
SHAHLO HLIM NOILLVHOEY 110D NI NaIMVY.L 38 OL SHALLVILINI
SIAUNJOA A1B88200U SB SOVIAIAS JIOY) PIISFO SABY OYM
Srerpatiti [EIUSWILOIAUT 2501} JO 95N FUDYEW “JUSTUUOINAUS A1) Jo juawaaoxdwy pue Suipiendayes o) ) yoeoidde aanoe-0id y S
UOJUOOA I8 B ‘spunoid Ajojes uo sjysi
SRR [ENPIAIPUI JOJ ApLwW oq Ued 9580 SuIpl-1an0 U a19ym 3dooxs “Funy3i| 19a1s Jo uone|[esu} s osoddg | !
SjRIpOWIUI] suoneolddy SuIUUE]J UO JUNUSUIW0d UdyM 2ouepmn Suruue]d Arjuswajddng o) Jawd[du] e o)
TEEEE T 1doav T1IM TIONNOD HSIHYd 3HL HOIHM SHID1T0d
TTIVISANIL [THATOANI SHAHLO WHLI HOV
8¢ 28ed NV1d NOILOV



PINONE TRIFAOC S1E JO STURE [T 041 UMM TINISSH 0) APERT SPIES [ORNG]) GNIIRG MLL VL]
S jo unds dwg) oy Buganp sapgaagyp JONHTOIU Akt Aoty e[y i Aem panpua-Alg iy
puv n..&qéa_u% t 5 ua_ﬁ:... YA Sty sy Jo ._.EEE_ v ) posteax s S LON

201AIDG 211 J0ISS0IOM o

w9} 3uo] I ——— uone)g a1 K9sipiey Jo uopenupuo) | ST

EM” WMMM»E JapIuIwio)) qnid qn) 1931 As[aw]y 10f sani[log) pue guipesd-dn | L€
anIuwo)) ;
guros-up | [PH S52[1IA [[®H 93e[IIA 2Y3 Jo uolsuedxd 9jeIpoLl PUE ash PAPUILXI dooxdn GE
guog-uQ spustig Jo £9100§ asnop Sunedp spusti Jo doaydn) | v
; pounoy yamys .

gu03-up —— yomy) s.Arepy 1§ jo desydn | Z¢

Sujod-uQ P SO 180d INFO 3504-qnS dFL[[IA U} JO UOHRULUOT 6T

Fui08-uQ sdoyg tirey [200] pue doyg 93E[JIA JO UOHENULUOT) 7
W) WP | 51410 N0 A1UN0D) opdoad SunoA 10y sari[1og} paaoadu] Lz

03 JOYS '

ey Suo| Aoyjny uonempyg _ . ;

p—— SI0LIBAOD) [00YOS sjmpwaacidurt Furyed pue ‘sostmaid aip Jo uorsuedxa JOOYSS Arewnag oy} Jo uonenuyuo) | 97

Fuio8-uQ sdy pue] AunoDd SUOUITIO)) USITEJ 10] SUapIep, St Suljoe SjUSpIsal [BOO] Sl

SNANOD HSIdVd 3HL LVHL SH¥3HLO A€ SNOILLOY

ure) Suof soruedwod

0} WNIPSIN 1oMOd PUt LG 21y Mas]o pue aFe[iA oy} Jo spred SANISUDS K[jensiA Ul S3[qeO PEAUIdA0 0NPRY ¥
uLd) 3uof g
0} WAIPO [IoUN0) SITYSPIOJAIOH 2I0UMOS[a PUB oFR[[IA U} Ul AINJILIN, }92NS JO JaNN[d oY) 300pay | . Tl

[1ouUNnoy) SIYSPIOJAISH

siopesad sng a8epiA oy ySnoxyp ssed 0} S35[AI0S 2IOW NOI-A1 UL pue sasnq Iafjews 2oNpoONuT | 17/

2 _. . UAENOD) 01 aa9vaNOONE 39 TTIM SHIHLO, LYHL £
ATVISTIWLIL [TAATOANI SHIHLO WH.LI

w9} Suo|

6¢ 23ed NVY1d NOILDY

PR



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Page 4

My thanks to:

e @ @ @

So many people have given up their time for this project. §#*
My apologies to anyone that I may have overlooked. At the | 1

. the job of putting all this together, producing some

Terry Holden and John Hibbert, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council at the time, for
getting the whole thing going. _

John Hope, the current Chairman and Parish Council members, especially Claire Price and Jeremy
Plummer, for their support and encouragement.

Lynda Wilcox from Herefordshire Association of Local Councils for her help and advice during the early
stages.

Lisa Bedford and others from the Herefordshire Partnership for giving local guidance and hosting
“networking” evenings with other parishes.

The many officers from Herefordshire Council for their advice, especially Chris Botright, Jane Patton,
Bill Bloxham and George Thompson all of whom attended meetings here, and Tony Cramp and his team
for their statistical analysis.

Those who have participated in the various meetings of the Working Party, including Caroline Antink,
Mario and Verlie Battenti, Catherine Button, John Crippin, Peter Cripwell, Laurence Drey, Stan Elson,
Carey and Jeff Glynn-Jones, Peter and Dorothy Hall, Eric Hancock, Elizabeth Hughes, Anthony and
Elizabeth Kerr, Sean Lewis, Elaine Morgan, Keith Presnell, Jan and Colin Potruff, Louise Robbins,
Jeremy Russell, Mike Smart, Margaret Smith, John Tittley, Alan Tucker, Cynthia Weeks, Rick and
Vanessa Woodcock. ' '

Greta Beresford for taking on the job of Secretary and Treasurer to the project on top of all her other work
as the Parish Clerk.

Gary Moore for delivering the survey document to every household in the Parish.

The 66% of adult residents who took the trouble to complete the questionnaires, and to the many who
gave their support and constructive comments at the public presentations.

The dozen stalwarts who collected questionnaires from every house in appalling weather.

Postmistress Renee Bray for allowing the premises to be used as a collecting point and for displaying
draft documents.

Jim Yeomans for putting notices in his shop and inserting “flyers” into newspapers.

The Headmistress of Almeley Primary School, and especially the School Secretary Marion Abley, for an
endless amount of photocopying on our behalf.

Roy Hall and others who have allowed photographs to be used and especially to Doctor Derek Foxton
for taking aerial photographs of the Parish at nominal cost.

The authors of neighbouring parish plans, and notably John Palmer from Wellington who convinced us
that the whole document could be produced on Microsoft Word.

Clyde Jones for the valuable background information contained in his excellent work “Aspects of
Almeley”.

County Youth Officer, Anne Hyde, and her successor, Richard Betterton, for their contribution.

Jane Hanwell of “Age Concern” and Janet Crabtree of “Community Wheels” for their advice.

Roger Withnell from Brilley for demonstrating a model parish website.

Above all, to Peter Beresford, who has shared with me

superb maps in the process, and giving us all the §
benefit of his extensive knowledge of planning |
matters and his love of the countryside around us.

end of it all it is just a plan. It now remains for others to take 28

up the running For me it is time to get back to golf and
gardening! '

Peter Weeks

L2 3 JIE, TILICENNEE ; YRR DT o | M.t




“Buildings — very mixed in age, type and style” — see page 12

“Almeley Dawn”






